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The 2017 Holiday Food & Supplies Has 
Begun!  

Longfellow students are collecting non per-
ishable food, water, toiletries and paper 
goods now through Dec. 11th to benefit 
the Star of Hope and/or the Houston Food Bank. Each class is engaging 
in a friendly competition to see who can collect the most donations 
(winners will be judged based on total weight of donations).  

Please encourage your child to reach out and help others during this 
holiday season.  

Meet our PTA Vice President, Anne Keenan 
 
I am the Vice President of the PTA, and I am still fig-
uring out what that means!  Basically, I feel that my 
role is to support the school, our teachers and 
students, and our PTA in any way I can.  My 
motivation to join the PTA came from the fact that 
this will be my last year at Longfellow after 
spending 9 years here with my two daugh-
ters.  I figured it was better late than never to give back to the school that has 
meant so much to my family!   
 
My advice to parents is don't wait to get involved like I did!  I really do 
regret not getting involved earlier.  Longfellow is a wonderful community, 
and our children benefit when we are active in their lives.  As parents, we 
gain from our time volunteering at school by getting to know our teachers, our 
administration, support staff and other parents on a deeper level.  I would also 
say that any time you have to give is enough.  Don't think you have to 
commit hours and hours of time - every little bit counts and is appreci-
ated.  
 
Outside of the Longfellow PTA, I spend time volunteering with organi-
zations that also mean a lot to me. I volunteer at the Ronald McDonald 
House at Texas Children's Hospital, and I am a Girl Scout Leader to a 
fantastic group of 4th and 5th graders in the Bellaire area!   And since our house 
flooded, I have taken up a reluctant interest in interior design! 
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As featured by on CW39-It's beginning to look a lot like toy season at 
HISD's Longfellow Elementary where students took center stage for 
the annual toy survey! "Every year the fifth grade students at our school 
interview students in every grade level to see what's the most wanted toy 
for the holiday season,"one student said. Teachers say the kids do all 
the surveying and all the work. "They come up with the toys, they sur-
vey the students, they put the data together, and they create the presenta-
tion themselves."science lab teacher Jennifer Howell said. "Basically, I’m just 
in there so they have a place to eat lunch and do their work. Wondering 
what the hottest toys are for this season? Well look no further, NewsFix 
has got you covered. Video games  came in number one for fifth 
grade boys followed by Nerf Gun's, fidget spinner's and Pokemon 
with a tie. The fifth grade girls chose slime kits as their must have 
toy. Target gift cards and art kits were next on the list. So what's 
with the latest slime craze?"The reason why I think the slime kit is so popu-
lar is because everyone just loves to play with slime. It's like a fun thing to 
play with," said a student. Hopefully this makes this year's Christmas 

December is a busy month with holiday performances, 
field trips, a PTA meeting and classroom celebra-
tions. Be sure and check with your classroom and magnet 
teachers to make sure you don’t miss any important dates. Most are listed on 
the sidebar of newsletter but double check with your child’s specific teachers 
to make sure there aren't any last minute changes or events that we missed. 
We will be helping the Magnet Team decorate the multipurpose 
room for holiday performances on Thursday, December 7th from 
9am-2pm so if you are available to help please sign up on online sign up on 
school website. Our PTA General Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
December 12th at 6:30 and everyone is invited! We hope to see you 
there! There are many holiday performaces on Friday, December 8th, 
Thursday, December 14th and Friday December 15th so check the 
calendar for specific times. There will be NO SCHOOL on Friday, De-
cember 22nd for a Teacher Work Day and then Winter Break will 
run from Monday December 25th to Tuesday January 3rd. We look 
forward to seeing everyone back on Wednesday, January 4th for the 
start of spring semester! Happy Holidays! 


